Dec 10, 2025 Fowlerville Band Boosters Meeting Minutes
Members Present: Katie Wiley, Matt Winright, Rachel Isler, Suzanne Pluff, Sue Tschirret,
Members Absent: Amber Thomas, Holly Braidwood
Zoom Meeting:Call To Order: 7:13 PM by Sue T
Review of Previous Minutes: Approved: Katie W Second:Suzanne P
BAND CAMP DATES: It was noted and brought to group attention on 12/9/25 that Band Camp
2026 Dates overlap with Fowlerville Fair 2026.. (July 26-31) Discussion re pros and cons of
moving
Addendum : Katie W contacted J Fiiney et al. and sought input from student leadership. To
minimize conflict with fair and athletics Band Camp rescheduled to Aug 2-7 2026.
Leadership Camp Scheduling TBD by Katie W and Matt W.
Community Involvement
Xmas in the Ville Update:
Students had fun! Passers by were engaged and pointing out instruments to young kids.
Library Director Isabel Rowan was happy to host our small group of students and open to
future collaboration. Expressed interest in helping to promote our band program, concerts and
wants to be kept in the loop to promote our events.
Contact w Senior Center Update:
SrCtr Director Mark Thompson was recently contacted. He is hopeful that we can plan for a
spring performance for the seniors. Also interested in promoting band program, concerts, He
will be sharing info on JH and HS concerts to their newsletter and bulletin board. Sr Center is
not large enough to host the whole band and ~20 senior citizens but reports the Seniors love
live music.
Wreaths Across America Update: 12/13/25
Suzanne P contacted Mary Helfman lead on this event and is pleased to have our students
returning for this event. Katie W Kas 3 potential trumpet players for this
Music in the Park Suzanne P contacted Dawn Horton event coordinator to host Jazz Band this
spring. More info to come in Spring 2026.
Fundraising:
Century Fundraiser Update: Junior High Matt W - Fundraiser (brochure with Sweet salty
snacks etc) ran for ~2 weeks. Estimated profit 6K! Way to go Junior High Bandos!!
Upcoming Band Concerts: Plan for Baked goods/Merch Before During After Concerts
Ask students/parents to help by by baking or assisting with sale

Tue Dec 16 Jr High

Wed Dec 17 HS -

Upcoming Fundraising ldeas: Jan Feb Mar
Popcorn Was yummy, would be easy
Mom to Mom Sale - Suzanne P received permission from Zajas for use of school space.
- Maybe plan for late March (Spring Clean up) , advertising, and participants. Maybe
communicate with elementary schools for interest?
MMEA Concessions - F/S Mar 6-7 Need Volunteers



Raiseright.com - Gift cards that are sold and give back a percentage to nonprofit.
Ongoing sale with various promotions at different times. For example: Old Navy Gap
cards 18% this week. WM and Target 2.5% Also Doordash, other popular retailers.
Marchinglinks.com - purchases old uniforms, concert attire etc and warehouse for sale
to bands/theater, etc. Possibly look into tux, black taffeta dresses and other old stuff that
may be of interest. Otherwise consider donating. Katie W will try yo find out if purchased
with school Funds or BB Funds

Euchre tournament - girls BB is planning one, Rachel | will investigate logistics
Discount Cards- Katie W has had success at previous employer. Band sells cards for
discounts at local retailers. Will check in with J Finney and J Thomas if athletics is
planning this

GRANTS:Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan

cfsem.org Education/Arts & Culture/ Community Development

CF Livingston - affiliate of CFSEM 25 years (Local Philanthropy)
https://cfsem.org/affiliate/community-foundation-livingston-county/

Past Recipients: Pinckney HS Orchestra, City of Brighton, many others

Registration REQUIRED before applying: Open 11/15/25 to 1/5/26 Awards ~$5-10K

(Info would be needed: Tax id#, goals/mission. How will we benefit the community? What $ to
be used for)

Application Opens 1/15/26 Application Deadline 2/27/26

Sue T Sent e mail requesting more info

Fun Stuff/Student Retention
Plan another HS/JH mingle day - Kids had fun!!! Maybe consider reviving the No Tux
allowed event and combining with another Mingle.
Cedar Point Bus Trip Fundraiser - Holly B Had info on this for last year but deadline
was missed and not enough interest.. Consider Organizing earlier and open to bandos
and families first, then the rest of school if not enough interest to fill bus. Will need a
certain # of responsible adults
Band Camp!! - It will be better 2026 Time for new ideas/traditions!
Band Trip 2026/2027 School Year - Start planning early

Challenges with parent involvement/interest -
Plan Parent meeting in Spring (Late April Early May) for all HS Band parents/Students
and incoming Freshman (Zoom?)
Matt W and Katie W - Review Revise student/Parent Handbook
(Boosters willing to Help ()
Requirements/Mandatory Events/Attendance/Conduct/Uniform care/Etc
Band Camp Fees/Expectations
Develop a Student Advisory council within Boosters- section leads, drum majors
to take turns attending meetings
List of Opportunities to help with approximate time commitment involved-
chaperone, band camp, meals, MMEA, Dewitt


http://raiseright.com
http://marchinglinks.com
http://cfsem.org
https://cfsem.org/affiliate/community-foundation-livingston-county/

Ex: Anyone with a truck and trailer, space to host party, Meal prep for
band camp, bakers,

Background Clearances for Parents Completed ASAP (Spring Meeting)

SeniorJunior parent volunteers to “adopt” a Freshman/Sophomore parent/Future booster

Upcoming:

1/5/26 @ 6:30pm Review/Revision of bylaws ZOOM

Amber Holly Sue Suzanne Rachel Only - are meeting to review and discuss by-laws, mission
statement and goals for the band boosters.

Please review current bylaws and come prepared with questions Ideas

Next Meeting:Jan 21:
Adjourn @ 805pm Rachel 2nd Suzanne P @ 8:05



